
Everything you need to know 
about FSA

Bashaw Parent Meeting



What is the FSA? 

The FSA is an assessment to determine student mastery of 
standards taught that includes more than just multiple 
choice questions. 
•Students will be expected to respond to multiple choice 
questions that may continue two parts 
•The FSA will prepare Florida students for success in 
college, career, and in life by emphasizing analytical 
thinking. 
•Meets high quality standards for assessment, including 
reliability and validity for a variety of accountability 
purposes 
•Emphasizes critical thinking 



When is FSA?

April 3-4      ELA - 3rd

May 1-2       ELA - 4th-5th

May 7-8       Math - 3rd-5th

May 9-10     Science - 5th



How is FSA Scored?

The success a student has achieved with 
the Florida Standards will be assessed by 
ELA and Mathematics FSA and is 
described by 
Achievement Levels that range from: 
1 (lowest) to 5 (highest). 
Level 3 indicates satisfactory 
performance. 



What will the questions look like?

Multiple Choice Items 
•For these items, the students must choose the best answer 
from the answer choices and fill in one bubble for the correct 
answer. 



Multi-select Items 

Multi-select Items 
•The student is directed to select all (or a specific number) of the 
correct answers from among a number of options. 
•These items are different from multiple-choice items, which allow 
the student to select only one correct answer. 
•Example: 



Graphic Response

•For these items, students will be required to: 
•Enter a response by drawing lines between matching 
words or phrases 
•Example: 
Each story has a conflict that is resolved differently. 
Choose the way the conflict is resolved and write it in the 
appropriate box for each story. 



Two-Part Items In this two-part item, the student is directed to select the correct 
answers from Part A and Part B. 
• ?Part A is multiple-choice 
•Part B may be either multiple- choice or multi-select. 
•Part A often asks the student to make an analysis or an inference, and Part B 
requires the student to use the text to support the answer they chose for Part A. 



Ways to help at home
Read.

▪ Read newspapers, periodicals, fairy tales, biographies. 
Encourage your child
to read every night.
– Use other content sources (science, math, social studies text) 
as reading resources.
▪ Talk about what you’ve read. Write about what you’ve read.
▪ Stop at unknown words. Discuss what the words might mean 
and if the text
helps understand the unknown word.
▪ Summarization is one of the most difficult tasks; provide 
relevant practice.
▪ Read.



Overall Test Preparation

• – Help your child to realize that it is important to do their
best every day, as well as on the FSA.

• – Review class and homework with your child each time it
is assigned.

• – Help your child practice the skills they are learning in 
real life situations so that the skills have meaning 
beyond tests and the classroom.

• – Be positive about the assessments. Your encouraging
attitude will assist your child in feeling more confident
and prepared.


